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Both lunar and solar torques contribute appreciably to the de-
celeration of the Earth’s rotation. The total value is

N —-5.8x102

- — _7.1x10-22 rad sec~2,

T~ 81x10% ¥ g
where I is the Earth’s principal moment of inertia. This is of the
same order as the observed deceleration since Egyptian times. An
exact comparison is impossible because of much larger effects

arising from variations in the Earth’s moment of inertia.
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