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The Joyous Dharma:
The Ritual Context and Function of Waka Poetry in Kamo no Shigeyasu'’s Tsukimdde
wakashil and Agui Choken'’s Sermon for a Kamo Shrine Hall Offering

This paper endeavors to elucidate the ritual context and function of a set of
waka poems in the late Heian anthology, Tsukiméde wakashii A FEF1#k%E, compiled
by the Shrine Priest and leading figure in the Karin’en waka poetry circle, Kamo no
Shigeyasu, by examining two records of a sermon by the Tendai Agui preacher
Choken composed for an offering of the Kamo Shrine Hall in the early 1180s:
“Exposition for the Offering of Kamo Priest Shigeyasu’s Hall” & /54 3= B ff 2 it 5%
H in the Kokuritsu rekishi minzoku hakubutuskan recension [E 37 /i 5! R Ei47 £
J& of the Agui collection of sermonic works, Notes for Turning the Wheel of the
Dharma #51£8#%%, and “Offering of the Kamo Shrine Priest’s Hall” & /84 3= 4 fit %
in the Kanazawa bunko hokan Shénaji recension 4R SR #1744 <7 of the same
collection. My analysis reveals: first, the ritual context described in the Rekihaku
recension of Chéken’s sermon for the Kamo Shrine Hall Offering corresponds to that
described in the General Preface to Shigeyasu'’s poetry collection and in headnotes
to a subset of poems therein (Vol. 9: 787-88, Vol. 12:1042-44 and 1046); second,
according to the Rekihaku recension of Chéken’s sermon, the function of the offering
ritual was “to adorn” (shégon ¥t /g%) the main deity of the Kamo Shrine, Wake
Ikazuchi Daimy®djin 5/ g5 KB 4#, with the saving truth of the “Joyous Dharma”
(horaku 7535); third, two theories preached by Chéken in the Kanazawa recension
of his sermon—the theory of the complementarity of the exoteric and esoteric
teachings (kenmitsu icchi B8%% — %) and its correlative, the theory of kami as traces
unfurled by the original ground of buddhas (honji suijaku A~ #1#E3/5)—illuminate the
epistemic conditions for the conception of waka poetry as joyous dharma (héraku
waka 1£25F07K), and, consequently, by extension, a nondual rapprochement
between the way of waka (kadé #Xi&) and the way of the Buddha (butsudé {A38).

My purpose is threefold: first to elucidate the ritual context and function of
waka poetry in the late Heian period; second, to situate Choken’s sermon for the
Kamo Shrine Hall offering within a broader tradition of preaching that contributed
to the formation of a discourse for the conversion of waka poetry (utayomi #Xzk#*)
into sacred offering (kuyé f:#%); third, to demonstrate the role of preachers
(sekkyoshi 7i#%FT) and Buddhist rituals (hde 5%3) in the development of vernacular
Buddhist poetry and poetics in early medieval Japan.

**My research on Choken'’s sermon for the Kamo Shrine Hall offering is indebted
to the scholarship of Prof. Abe Yasurd [[ifiZHE of Nagoya University who gave a
presentation on Choken and Kamo no Shigeyasu entitled “F #5227 7 2 ~ & LT
DOFNK & WEE A EE 2 L B at the Annual Bukkyd Bungakukai on September
8, 2012. Elements of the presentation will appear in a forthcoming special issue of
Minzoku hakubutsukan kenkyt hokoku B RERFF0H S “FETE H P REIHER [H5
Ewmedr] OFIZ - iR
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